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NEWS

Indian Hills would like to wish everyone a happy holiday season.
We hope that you all received the golf related gifts that you wished for.
Even though golf weather seems to be far away, it is always beneficial to
your game to continue to think about golf in
the winter.
If you require our services, the winter
Pro Shop hours are Monday and Wednesday
10:00-6:00, Friday and Saturday 10:00-5:00.
This is a good time to be certain that all of
your golf equipment is ideal for you. We do
recommend re-gripping clubs about once per
season and we have many excellent grips in
stock. Take care of your clubs while the weather is cold and you will be
prepared whenever the season begins (there is a coupon for re-gripping
on page four). We now have the new WinnPro X putter grips in stock.
They are available in three sizes, four color choices in each size. All three
sizes are oversized and feature a non-tapered profile (similar to Superstroke putter grips). Other good ideas for the off-season include regrooving wedges (for more backspin on short shots), and checking loft
and lie angles on the irons to be certain that they have a consistent progression (to create consistent impact and proper distance control). If you
have a club or clubs that have not served you well in the past, come in
and let us have a look. It may be that there are adjustments that can be
made, or perhaps there is a new club that will perform better.
We are accepting new league golfers, golf leagues usually start in
early May. If you are interested, or you know someone else who would
like to play in a league, please give us a call. We also have room for new
leagues on Thursday or Friday in the late afternoon. If we can get at least
16 new golfers, we would love to see some new leagues. So gather all of
your friends and let us know!
Our golf prices will increase very slightly for the 2014 season. If
you have a membership you can still get the 2013 price if you pay before
February 28th ( this will save you $25.00). Golf discount cards will go up
also, though only slightly; again, you can still buy them at the old price
before February 28th. New golf prices will go into effect on March 1st.
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HELPFUL TIPS

A good rule of
thumb is to try
to get the ball
within 10% of
the total distance.

.
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At 100 yards, a directional miss of 1% is equal to 1.75 yards. This
seems like a small amount, but most of our mistakes on full swings are
larger than 1%. For many amateurs, missing the target by even 10% is not
always a bad result. If your distance control is perfect (an unlikely case),
then missing the hole by 10% from 100 yards will leave you about 52 feet
from the hole. Not an ideal result, perhaps, but still an opportunity to get
down in two more shots. The pro who only misses by 3% from 100 yards
will leave a putt of about 16 feet. Again, this is if the distance control is
perfect; if not, then the putt will be even longer.
Accounting for distance control as well, a good rule of thumb for
most of us is to try to get the ball within 10% of the total distance. For example, if you have a 100 yard shot to the hole, an acceptable result would
be to end up 10 yards (30 feet) from the hole. The best players (including
professionals) strive for about 3%- 5%. Television commentators often
claim even better results from the pros, but the statistics tell the story.
When the pro says “I felt I should get that 100 yard shot within 5 feet”,
that is not actually realistic. No golfer, professional or otherwise, gets it
that close on average. It is possible to hit it to 5 feet, and we would all like
to, but the odds (and PGA Tour statistics) are against it. In other words,
he should not hit it that close, and usually doesn’t, no matter what they
say. In fact, from 100-125 yards with a fairway lie, the 2013 PGA Tour
leader averaged about ten feet from the hole, and the tour average was
about 19 feet. From 75-100 yards out, but in the rough, the PGA Tour average is 24’2”. Check out all of the PGA Tour statistics at
http://www.pgatour.com/stats.html.
To achieve optimal performance, it is necessary to stay within
yourself. Unrealistic expectations usually lead to frustration, aggravation,
loss of focus and concentration and ultimately high scores. It does help to
know these percentages so that you can be realistic about your goals and
the chances of success. Your statistics and percentages will not be as
good as the pros. Golf is played primarily by managing your misses. Even
Ben Hogan said that he usually hit about three really good shots per
round; obviously his standards of excellence were higher than other players, but it shows that he expected to miss his target most of the time.
Even the greatest players don’t hit it perfectly all that often, so amateur
players should not expect perfection on a regular basis either. Even when
we do hit truly excellent shots, they do not always guarantee a good score
on that hole. We have all (amateurs and pros) had the experience of hitting a drive exactly the way we intended, but then ending up with a poor
score on the hole because of subsequent poor shots, sometimes because
of unrealistic expectations.
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The most successful putter from
six feet on the 2013 PGA Tour
made 82% and the average pro
made just under 70%. Amateurs
make about 33%-50%.

At a distance of 200 yards, a drive that misses the centerline of the fairway by 10% will be 35 yards off line. At a distance
of 250 yards, a 10% miss will be 43.5 yards off line. This is definitely enough to get into trouble. A typical fairway is usually
about 30-40 yards wide. Missing the center line by 5% on a
200 yard drive will put you 17.5 yards from the center, possibly
leaving your ball in the fairway. Last year the PGA Tour pros
hit the fairway only about 61% of the time.
In putting, missing your line by only 1% may be realistic. Putting is not as complicated a motion as the full swing,
and it is far less common to miss to the left or right by large
amounts. With absolutely perfect speed control you can miss
by 1% on a ten foot putt and still make the putt with the ball
barely toppling into the side of the hole. The speed has to truly
be perfect: 1% is equal to 2.1” and the hole is 4.25” in diameter.
If you subscribe to the theory of rolling the ball into the back of
the cup with enough force for the ball to roll 18” past the hole,
then a 1% miss will only be successful from 4’9” or less. Having
said this, it is vital to remember that speed and distance control
are critical for nearly all putts. The 10% rule mentioned earlier
applies to putting as well. If you are facing a 60’ putt, the object
should be to get the ball within six feet; if you have a twenty
foot putt, try to get it to within two feet. This approach can
eliminate some frustration when you realize that leaving a six
footer after a 60’ putt is, in fact, an acceptable result. And from
six feet nobody can make them all, so a three putt is not actually disastrous. The most successful putter from six feet on the
2013 PGA Tour made 82% and the average pro made just under 70%. Amateurs should expect to make less (about 33%50%). The average PGA Tour pro also 3-putts about 10% of the
time when putting from beyond 25’, so it is bound to happen.
Television analysts are generally not realistic about this when
they describe every 40 footer as a “birdie putt”. Avoiding three
putts certainly does have a large effect on your score, but if you
ram that first putt well past the hole trying to make it, the three
putt may become inevitable. The time to think about three putt
avoidance is before you hit that first putt. Try for perfect speed
instead of trying to make the putt; you will three putt less, and
you should still make your share. Remember, be realistic! The
PGA Tour pros only make about 3% of their putts outside of
25’; three putt avoidance is their main goal on long putts too.
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J.C.’s COURSE NOTES

I’ve learned working on the golf course the last 35 years that it doesn’t help to whine about the weather. It is what it is; you deal with it because that’s the job. Having said that, I still feel the need to rant about
Mother Nature’s behavior in 2013. We started with a late spring that was the wettest in decades. This gave us
a healthy stand of turf that was too wet to get mowers to or golfers on. Summer brought lightning strikes that
split trees and fried parts of the irrigation system. Fall was a series of wind storms that scattered debris across
areas seemingly just cleaned from the previous wind event. The year finally culminated with the ice storm of
the century and the most tree damage I’ve ever seen on the course. The wood chips will be flying this spring!
The severe weather episodes we experience were bad enough, but we also didn’t get an indian summer this
year. We missed that one perfect week at the end of the season to go out on a high note. OK, I feel better.
Time to buck up and shovel some more snow.

We mentioned in a previous newsletter that longtime shop man Jeff Curtis was retiring. I believe
we’ve talked him into some cameo appearances in the spring. It’s a good thing, because we just learned that
Eric Krauss will be leaving us. Eric is a professional bowling ball fitter and driller that worked for us during
his slower summer season. He has an opportunity for advancement in the bowling world. His gain is our loss.

My thanks to all the members, friends, and neighbors who offered their help and thoughts after the ice storm.
Clean-up will wait until the snow is gone and it’s dry enough to pull a woo-chipper from tree to tree. The
chips will go wherever we can find room, maybe including car trunks of unsuspecting golfers. Even with all
the mess, it’s a blessing that building and greens were mostly spared.

We will have some small increases in green fees this season, but season passes and discount cards will be
available at last years prices until March 1st.

Re-gripping SPECIAL !!
$1.00 OFF EACH INSTALLED GRIP
VALID THROUGH FEBRUARY 28, 2014
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Indian Hills is a 9 hole golf course that is one of Lansing area's hidden treasures. Wonderfully maintained, the golf course features lush fairways and consistently rolling
greens. Mature trees frame the fairways and strategically placed bunkers and water hazards challenge your game. Indian Hills caters to golfers of all levels. The course is short
enough for beginners to feel comfortable... while still providing a challenge for the expert player. The golf course is highlighted by abundant wildlife and numerous eye catching gardens.
At Indian Hills Custom Golf, we've been building custom golf clubs since 1979. Our professionally certified club makers Sam Anderson and J.C. Petersen can customize clubs
for golfers of all abilities, from beginners to top players. Our full service pro shop offers
a full range of club repairs, including re-gripping, extending or shortening clubs, reshafting, loft and lie adjustments and much more. Most repairs can be done promptly
and expertly within 48 hours. Custom club fitting by appointment Monday-Saturday.

Check us out on the web:
www.ihcustomgolf.com

@IndianHillsMI
www.facebook.comIndianHillsGolfCourse

Indian Hills
4887 Nakoma
Okemos, MI 48864
517-349-1010
indianhillscustomgolf@yahoo.com
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“Get Your Thrills at Indian Hills”

5

