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The calendar says that it is summertime, but it feels like spring
won’t let go. In March and April we expect rain, but it was dry; now
when we expect sunny and dry weather we have had a lot of rain. The
rain has often fallen at inopportune
times as well, and a number of our
morning and evening leagues have
experienced rain-outs. The grass and
flowers, of course, are happy and
healthy. For the most part, the course
has dried out pretty quickly after even
the largest rain events. We are lucky
that it was dry in the early spring.
Even though our total rainfall in June
has been more than three times the average, we can thank our lucky
stars that we are not in Houston; many areas in Texas received three
years worth of rain in one month!
As always, the Pro Shop is here to serve you and all of your golf
equipment needs. We are open from at least 8:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M.
seven days a week throughout the summer. Our most popular items this
season have absolutely been the Winn Dri-Tac grips. Their appeal seems
to grow and grow. Even players who have used firmer grips in the past
fall in love with the Dri-Tac. We have dozens, if not hundreds, of other
options as well. Golfers who play three or more rounds per week often
need to have at least some clubs re-gripped more than once a year
(especially the driver), so make sure your grips feel great each time you
play. If you need one or two clubs re-gripped, we can probably do them
while you wait. Don’t forget about your putter– we have dozens of putter grips as well. Large putter grips such as the Superstroke and Winn
Pro X are by far the most popular, but we still have standard sizes and
midsize putter grips if you find you still like those better.
Recently we have begun to stock a few new items, including
Martini Tees (for golfers who prefer a wider tee), and Joe’s Original
Back Tee (for golfers who would prefer to tee up their ball without having to bend over). Our hope is that these options can help those of us
with less than optimal flexibility enjoy the game more.
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Do you have one or more golf clubs in your bag that you never
use? How about a club that always underperforms and frustrates you?
Many golfers never think about the make-up of their set of clubs, but it
is crucial to have clubs that do the jobs that you need them to do.
Strong players who hit the ball a long way and less skilled players who
do not hit it a long way have very different needs.

For some golfers,
the most important
club is the one used
for the long fairway
shot. It might be
used even more often than the driver.

Everyone needs a putter and a driver. Everyone should have a
wedge or two for high, short shots around the green. For players who
do not hit the ball very long, one of the most important, or even the
most important club, is the one used for the long fairway shot. Some
golfers might use this club even more often than their driver. The official rules of golf state that a player may have no more than 14 clubs
(review our April newsletter for a subjective take on the rules). Highly
skilled golfers will use all 14 clubs because each club will provide a different distance and trajectory than the others. In fact, a highly skilled
golfer may wish that the rules would allow him or her to carry more
than 14 clubs. For many golfers, however, it can be difficult to tell the
difference in distance and trajectory from one club to the next. Each
club in a golfer’s set should be easily distinguishable from the others.
There are clubs for long distance, medium distance and short distance,
but every golfer should not have the same selection. Players who create
high club speeds and long distance usually do not have difficulty getting the ball in the air, but slower swingers do have trouble launching
it high enough and therefore depend more on their clubs to help them.
Fortunately, modern technology has helped immensely with this issue.
Modern club designs generally launch the ball much more easily than
clubs of 50, 30 or even ten years ago.
A professional golfer who can drive the ball more than 280
yards might use a set of this make-up:
Driver, 3 wood, 2 hybrid, 3 iron– 9 iron, pitching wedge, sand wedge,
lob wedge.
This is appropriate for a highly skilled player who hits the ball long distances. An average male golfer who drives the ball about 220 yards
would be better off with this set make-up:
Driver, 3 wood, 7 wood, 4 hybrid , 5 hybrid, 6 iron– 9 iron, pitching
wedge, approach wedge, sand wedge, lob wedge.
This set provides options that are much easier than the clubs used by
the strong professional. For the average female golfer who drives the
ball about 160 yards, the set should be much different than the pro:
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Driver, 4 wood, 7 wood, 9 wood, 6 hybrid, 7 hybrid, 8 iron, 9 iron,
pitching wedge, approach wedge, sand wedge.
If you’re counting, you’ll notice that this is one less club. Golfers
who do not hit the ball as far will have smaller increments between
clubs, so they do not require as many clubs to cover all of their distances. A golfer who drives the ball 120 yards, therefore will require even fewer clubs:
Driver, 5 wood, 7 wood, 6 hybrid, 8 hybrid, 9 iron, pitching wedge,
approach wedge, sand wedge.
If this golfer has more clubs, he/she will experience some overlap.
It will be difficult to tell the difference between one club and the
next, and eventually some will go unused. Notice, however, that all
of these options include at least three wedges. Even players who
are not highly skilled nor possess great power need to control their
trajectory precisely on short shots. In fact, it is even more imEven players who are not
portant for these players to have the best opportunity to excel at
highly skilled nor possess
the short game because they do not have a dominant long game.
great power need to have
enough wedges to control
Remember, the rules do not require golfers to carry 14
their trajectory on short shots.
clubs, only that you may not have more than 14. Each club in your
bag is meant to do a specific job for you. If you do not have the
club that you need for a certain distance or trajectory, please call
Indian Hills and make an appointment with Sam, our clubmaker.
He will figure out your best option, and build one for you. Every
club that we make is guaranteed; if it doesn’t do the job that you
need it to, you may return it for a refund.
There is nothing wrong with having less than 14 clubs in
your bag, and if you are not concerned with the official rules of
golf, you might play with more than 14 clubs. The only reason that
the USGA set a limit on clubs is that in that in the 1930’s there
were some professional players carrying 30 or more clubs and it
became an enormous burden on their caddies. Since then, modern
technology has provided us with the riding cart. The cart can handle nearly any amount of golf clubs without any complaints.
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J.C.’s COURSE NOTES
Mid-season from the Thrills,
Weather: super dry April, crazy wet June. We have only irrigated twice since May. It hasn’t
been good for golf leagues but the turf is loving it. I don’t know why, but it seems to be a banner
year for clover.
Mosquitoes: the dry spring limited standing water and the skeeters that hatch in it. The huge
amounts of rain recently have changed that. We went from bug-free to bug-fest in one day. We did
our first treatment for mosquitoes recently and have noticed an immediate improvement. A reminder: if you apply repellent to your legs and ankles, please stand in the rough or on a path to protect the closely mown turf.
The crew: our three-man maintenance crew is doing their typical outstanding job this season. Starting at sunrise, working in all types of weather, this group is responsible for the consistently good playing conditions. Jerrod is the young component of the crew, which may be why he gets so
many of the grungy, back-breaking, character-building jobs. Jerrod is attending college and has
been here four seasons. He is a master of the Speed Roller, which is good because no one else has a
clue. It’s like driving a car with only your feet. I like to point out whenever I can that Jon is a few
months older than I am, so he is our elder statesman. Jon is also in his fourth season after retiring
from teaching and coaching. Jon spends a lot of his time on the big rough mower and has walked a
lot of miles behind our aerator. He goes and goes if you keep his giant coffee mug full. Kevin is our
veteran; you measure his time in decades, not years. He’s done most everything here and the nice
stripes on the fairways are his work. Kevin picks the pin placements and cuts our cups, but if you get
to know him he doesn’t seem all that sadistic. Seriously, they all have great attitudes, do whatever it
takes, and they really care.
1st green bunkers: prof. Rasmussen has continued our trap makeovers by redesigning both
bunkers at the first green. This is similar to the changes at eight and nine greens. The changes are
intended to make the traps more friendly and easier to maintain. I think they look great and are
more in sync with the rest of the course. We got a good deal on the sod from MSU’s Hancock Turf
Center. This was a stand of Kentucky bluegrass that was going to be plowed up to make way for a
new research project. They cut it, we hauled it, and now it gets to live out its days on a golf course.
Very nice.

FREE GOLF BALLS!!
WILSON DUO 2014
Buy three balls, get three balls FREE!!
Coupon required
Expires September 3oth, 2015
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Indian Hills is a 9 hole golf course that is one of Lansing area's hidden treasures. Wonderfully maintained, the golf course features lush fairways and consistently rolling
greens. Mature trees frame the fairways and strategically placed bunkers and water
hazards challenge your game. Indian Hills caters to golfers of all levels. The course is
short enough for beginners to feel comfortable... while still providing a challenge for
the expert player. The golf course is highlighted by abundant wildlife and numerous eye
catching gardens.
At Indian Hills Custom Golf, we've been building custom golf clubs since 1979. Our
professionally certified club makers Sam Anderson and J.C. Petersen can customize
clubs for golfers of all abilities, from beginners to top players. Our full service pro shop
offers a full range of club repairs, including re-gripping, extending or shortening clubs,
re-shafting, loft and lie adjustments and much more. Most repairs can be done promptly and expertly within 48 hours. Custom club fitting by appointment Monday-Saturday.

Check us out on the web:
www.ihcustomgolf.com

@IndianHillsMI
www.facebook.comIndianHillsGolfCourse

Indian Hills
4887 Nakoma
Okemos, MI 48864
517-349-1010
\

indianhillscustomgolf@yahoo.com

“Get Your Thrills at Indian Hills”
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